Every yesr ncw discover~ies' It seems that each year Nana and I come
to West Pelm we hear about snother interesting birf or snimal that's
indigenous to this s2rea. Last year as you undoubtedaly remember we lLezrned
about the Sosr-Sever. % think it was the yesr before th- t we discovered
that the famed Whiffle-*1°9C-bird was a nstive or Florida and migrated
Nerth following the Goof'en-got'fers. They thought they were really flying
turther Southpbocnuso, as you know, Goofen=-goffers 1ly backwards so these
dumb Whittle—i+9°°-birds were following heads instead ot teils and thought
they-were the ones flying backwards' I suppose it was an easy mistake to
mske it you're working with a bird-brain.

Well this year we heard about willets and cumpbers. A willet (or is
it won't it ?) 1is a name given to any of many long-legged, snipe-like
wading biras. You csn check thet out with either Mr. Funk or Mr. Webster.
Wesee 2 lot of them down here. The ibis is & mamber of that femily. But
the cumber, we found out, wes on the endsngered species list hundreds of
yeers ago and endangered itself to extinction even betore I was born.
Cumbers sounded much more interesting to Nane and I than Yillets so we
have been digging up sll the inrormation we can on thnem. Our painstaking
research has been long and exhausting, but f'ascinating. Let me tell you
what we've learned so tar.

Somewhere between the time thst dinosaurs dissppesred and mzn begsn
we lxing upright cumbers came into being. Obese, clumsy snda lethsrgic,
they were constszntly getting in the way ot every creature that roamed the
earth in those dsys. Why, they even got in their own way. An exsmnle,

A Neanderthsl msn, rirst neme of Nookoo, might be staggering down 2
narrow path in the rain rorest under the burden of = memmoth memmoth's
tusk which he was lugging to thre jungle equivalent or our 7=11 - they
used ivory 2s money in those d=ys - and there sourdasleep and blocking
the psth would be & cumver with his rolls of blubbersome tet overflowing
the right or way. Or Neekee Nesnderthal, Nookco's girlfriend, after
rinsing out her grspe lest undies would resch up to hsng them on the
nesrest liana and blocking her way would be a smelly, fat, green, wert-
covered recumbent cumber. You couldn't climb over the lazy bessts.

They were toe squishy-soft snd slippery...and MOUNTAINOUS. Their nst-
ural slimy-ness was atiributed to the fact thet they spent a grest deal
of time in the water. They were smphibious, you see. /And ugly???

Man, they were ugly UGLY'. They were so ugly their fscee would stop clocks,
end thet will explain why clocks weren't invented until hundreds of years
later.

I think if cumbers were lying around in our world today they would
most resemble mensteéss: Manatees don't lrave that derk green wart-doppled
hide, of course., snd sren't nesrly ss lsrge, but they do seem to have tle
cumber's personslity. They're rsther dim-witted snd fat and even though
tney never venture sshore they do menage to get in the way o1 boatz quite
often., So if you picture = manstee - or sem cow - or ses elenhant, if you
prefer - then in your mind multiply its size by 1/5, color it greensnd
dob on plenty or wart-like bumps, 2dd rour short squstty legs —one on esch
gorner- with big fst flst webbed feet, lengthen its bulbous nese until it
resembles a short version of an elephent'e trunk on either side of wnich
are tiny blsck beady heavy-lidded eyes, then t'inally aad a wide blade of
a fish-like ta2il which the cumber used not only t'or propulsion and
stability in the wster but 2lso to drag on :the ground when he csme out
or the wster to obliterste his footprints, snd then you hive a feirly



sccurate picture o1 2 cumber. Sort or like & msmmoth mslformed cucumner
with legs snd s tail. Come to think o1 1t, thet could be how tle cucumber
got its nsme! ("Cue the cumper, Pierre. It's time to toss the salcd.")

As the eons flew by s redicsl chenge took plece in the cumber's
physical sppearsnce. Some cumbers were born¥ with larger tsils than
otrers and trose cumbers developed superior swimming skills. As & result,
these big-tsiled benemothks tended to stey under water ror longer 2nd long-
er pericds snd this caused s radicel chenge in their appesrznce. Their
legs beceme smaller and weaker trom dis-use and af'ter swvhile they used tlese
thinner legs as fins to heip steer as they swsm. But the biggest chenge
wag their color. Their desrk green hides got lighter snd lighter until they
were nearly gsmboge. (So, look it up.) This wee the resuitt of their
getting so tittle sunlight, you see. You cen imagine whst heppened 2s -
result of this change cen't you? Ot course. This group with the steoto-
pygic resrs tended to bend together - sort of 2 'cumbers-ot-s-testher'
syndrome. The remsining cumbers with more svelte resr anstomy were
shunneddznd mede to reel interior to their more generouszly endowed relstives.
They couldn't swim as well I'or one thing #nd their shiny dark green
irridescent hide contrested sherply with the pale sea-bound cumbers.
Prejudice'! Just because the lana cumbers' skin was a airrerent colior
trom the sea cumbers!’

Well, the cumvers with the smaller ta2ils spent more sna more tiwe on
land, partly to disassociate themselves “rcr tle big-tailed group who
felt so la=d2e=dah sup:rior and pertly 4o sharpen bh:ir a%ills (7hls
were =lro:dy aaaoyiagly ndogquats) in obstructing progress. Msn woulcd v v
discovered fire generations earlier if tlere huvdn't been s cumber drzped
over the firenlsce. A crude wheel was invented but discerded as a useless
toy efter seversl sccidents involving severe personsl injury becsuce hsppy
unicycling nesnderthsls collided with recumbent cumbers on the wheel
trajla. One inventor of thet pericd emen hsd sn ides for o steam engine
but gave up in frustrstion becsude the cumbers hnd prevented the discov-
ery of fire with which to caock the water.

Blessed with the wsrm yesr-round Florida climste snd 27 hours of
gunlight daily the cumbers'(lsnd) lides dsrkendd to a rich forest sre
The sun didn't cure their worts, though, and trev remained just es ugl
and lethsrgic as ever - meybe even more so. They were slways in the w
always sll ways. For instance, one early evening Nookoo "zanderthal,
young-men of whom we spoke esrlier, invited ris beautiful slope-headed
girlfriend 'eskee, tle young lady of whom we snoke esrlier, to wallk with
him to Qoope Point, the local lovers' h=ngout of the dsy...or night, for
thet metter. Naturslly they couldn't get to Ooops Point any other way
except walking since the cumbers hod effectively obstructed the invention
of &ny other meens of transportstion. Neekee grunted sn enthusisstic
affirmetive. She was hoping Nookoo might st long lsst 'vop the question'
and 3sk her to carve a cave for them to live in. £She had sharpened her
stone chisele snd put new handles on 211 her pounders weeks before =and
was anxious to get to work. (Men were = rreat desl smerter in tlose dsys.)

So ttey zruffled up the treil with Neekee the respectful three paces
:Réome Fistori~ns believe cumberz were hatched liMe dincsaurs lst Nana snd 1

are convinced by our =xtensive resecrch tl-t tley were msmmals.,
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bekind right where ske should lave been. A4s they rounded = bend in tle
trsil Nookoo glesnced beck to be sure “eekee wes maintszining the proner
distsnce behind him #nd stumbled cver the toe of + huce doéin: cumber
snreed out across the tr2il richt where it =nded st Qoops Point.

"Ooops", Fe yelled s he stumbled. (y 2lsc would threy heve e 11ed
“he plsce Qnnns Point?)

This slumbering cumber was monstrous! F[sd to be zt lenst
diameter #nd sprawled out just beyond him were two somewhst sm:
completely covering the whole Ooops Point cls-ring. Poor Nooloo
first onto - or more correctly, into - tte goft, srvighty, esmelly
mention they smelled? An oversight. Trey did%) ~folds of Flesh. As
fell he yelled "Neekee - trere =re some cumbers herel
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Neekee couldn't understznd 211 of whrt Wookoe yelled zines prrt of his
vorde were smothered by the folds of cumher flesh into wvhiced he Fell,
"Cumbers? Some?", che ssked...rnd = new word wra horn. Cumber-some.

o etill use thot word todoy. I'll bet trst until now you never msde tho
connection between the anim#l cumber nnd the word cumbersome. Right?

Well, by tris time in history the division of the cumber snecies
wag complete. There wee now # cumber(see), the squatic msmmsl and
cumber(lsnd), tre eezrth bound vsriety. /The severation snd prejudice felt
by thre two colors is as prevazlent todsy with peonle =s it was bsck then
with cumbers. Colored cumbers don't mess with white cumbers much (and
vice verse ) and the responsibility for the prejudice must be shared by
both. But I digress.

As the cumber numbers incressed they were more znd more in thre wry.
Men felt himself en-cumbered, you might s»2y. Some cumbers zre merely
cumbersome but many cumbers becumber impossible' There were so msny
cumbers lying sbout thst every few months msn would be forced to drive
3 herd of cumbers(l=znd) slong = route from the edge of tle se: to = more
primitive sre- fsrther inland. f%z 83 given morning =2 c21l would be
hesrd "Cumber(l nd drive . cumber n drlve." It wes the signsl for
31l the able bodied men to gether at the witer's edge, erch one carrying
whet was colled = 'persuasder'.These persusders were quite diff=rent one
foom the other =ccording to the personsl oreference of the cerrier. It
micht be a short stout length of tree limb or a long stick with v shs
point cslled 8 'prodder-nersusder' or even = flexible rope-like len
of vine ctlled s 'whioper-persusder'. Anything tlst could cateh the
attention of the cumbers(lsnd) snd tickles them enough tomske tr-m m
One of our mzin str=ets h=re st Sendslword L-lkes South wss lsid out =
t+e= gxazct ssme trail over wlicl cur sncestors drove tlese lszy hes
As 3 matter of fact the name of the street proves the truth of whe I'"'
been telling you here. The nzme of the streel is Cumbsr(lsnd) Dr:ve, only
tte sign writer left off the parenthﬁses.

The cumb-ra(sez\ were pretty much left zlone since they weren't as

) 3
nueh in m2n'a wsy in tle ocesn. Cumb~rn(se ) only cumbersd fichermen by
tsneling up nets »nd lines. I suproze you mirht sey ti=t they pravented
#n esrlier invention of submerines #r outborrd motors but it would be
hard to prove.

When you come down to sse¢ us you'll hrve = little better knowledge
the sres now znd you know how one of our streets got itse neme. Seversl
uninformsd people - even some wro live here yesr round - h=ve tle notion
tret tre street wss nemed for ¢ fanmily nsmed Cumberl=nd. 'Tot zo. You
know the truth =nd T expect you to be vroperly resnectful of this rres
wh-re once tle cumbers rested.
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GLOSSARY @ TERMS USED
En-cumbered; to be outnumbered by or surrounded by cumbers.

Cu-cumber; s vegetsble so nomed becsuse its genercsl stzne and color
recembles s tiny minirture lsnd cumber.

Cumber-lsnd; & lsnd where cumbers once sient.
(Pertaps 'slumber-lznd' evolved from 'cumber-lrnd')

Cumber -some ;clumsy, unwieldy, botlersome. Cricinzlly mesnt » emsll
group of cumbers.

Cumber-cer; hss no mesning todsy.
Cumber; to hinder by obstruction or interference; hamper.
Word wes cderived from the lrrgeclumsy =nimnle from the
vost-dinossursl period which were constantly in thre wry.
Pamper; synonym of 'cumber' (sec vbove) 2s "I put clotres in = cumber"
De~-cumber; sn uncommon spelling of tle winter month.
Re-cumber; to obstruct agein.

n
p)

Re-cumbent; lying down, reclining. Word wes originally
re-cumber-ent from the lszy, post-dinossurs
who was usually found in s preone position

i)
[l & ]

sns and I sre gled we can contribute to your educstion from time to
time. If you hsve learned snytling from thie it will meke our hours
of regesrch worth all of the effort. Remenber, vou stould never stoo
lesrning. Lesrning is truth sand VINCIT CMNIA VERITAS!
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tae HANDSAME ,HIRSUTE NORKOO

2 <well. CUMBER OFF ™E DATH 1© OOOFS TOINT.
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